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INTRO

The Royal Aircraft Factory SE.5a is credited with being one of the fastest and deadliest aircraft of World War |. But the story of this
'Spitfire of Great War', as it is sometimes referred to, is not so straightforward. The SE. 5 (Scout Experimental 5) was designed by
Henry Folland, John Kenworthy and Frank Goodden as a fighter powered by the new 150 hp V8 Hispano-Suiza 8Aa engine. As the
rotary engines neared their limitations, in-line liquid cooled engines were supposed to be a more promising way to fly faster and
higher. The first prototype of the new fighter made its maiden flight on November 22nd, 1916 and began a somewhat intricate
journey from miserable testing to combat proven glory. The new engine was troublesome and the wing design of the plane had
glitches. The first two prototypes were lost in crashes, with chief test pilot at the Royal Aircraft Factory and one of the aircraft's
designers, Major F. W. Goodden, losing his life on January 28th, 1917. The problems were partly solved thanks to modifications
adopted on the third prototype, thus creating the first production variant of the new fighter.

The SE.5 entered service with No. 56 Sqn RFC, during April 1917. The squadron was home to several famous aces. One of them,
Albert Ball, was instrumental in honing the SE.5 into a formidable airplane. The new fighter was received with mixed emotions
because of its unusually high seat position, large windscreen and armament layout that was composed of fuselage mounted
0.303 Vickers and upper wing mounted 0.303 Lewis machine guns. Ball, together with his mechanic, worked during the nights
to address smaller as well as bigger glitches of the new design and most of the changes they made to the design were adopted for
all SE.5s atsquadron level. The large windscreen was dispensed with and the pilots lowered their seats to a more normal position.
But, they always prayed for good visibility from the cockpit. The changes made by No. 56 Sqn were shortly adopted for production.
The final few SE.5 aircraft built in July 1917 were fitted with a more powerful 200 hp Hispano-Suiza 8Ab engine, effectively setting
the SE.5a standard. Production of the SE.5 ended after only 77 examples being built. The SE.5a was then produced in high
quantities by six manufacturers: Vickers (2164), Austin Motors (1650), Air Navigation and Engineering Company (560), Wolseley
Motors Limited (431), Martinside (258) and Royal Aircraft Factory (200). The American Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company built
one example, as production of some 1000 aircraft was considered there. The US Army Squadrons of the American Expeditionary
Force were among those receiving the SE.5a, and the Curtiss supplies would equip them. But the armistice ended this plan.

The SE.5a is frequently compared to another famous WWI fighter, the Sopwith Camel, the last formidable british fighter with
a rotary engine. Because of the different engine construction philosophy, the two fighters were very different aircraft. The Camel
was highly maneuverable thanks to the centre of gravity pushed very far forward and also because of the sheer inertia of the
rotating engine, which made it very fast in a right turn. But the Camel was an unforgiving airplane, dangerous to less experienced
pilots. The SE.5a, although very fast, was to the contrary a very stable and forgiving fighter. It was not as agile as the Camel, but still
agile enough. And above 10,000 ft it was clearly superior not only to the Camel, but also to most enemy aircraft. Furthermore, the
armament of one fixed, fuselage mounted Vickers machine gun, supplemented by a Lewis machine gun affixed to the top of the
upper wing made it possible for pilots to attack a high-flying enemy, sneaking up beneath it unobserved. Some pilots questioned
this armament arrangement, with two fixed Vickers suggested as a better solution, but early problems with the Constantinesco
synchronizing gear spoke against it. In the end, the SE.5 was the first fighter with two machine guns. The Camel entered the field
laterin 1917. For SE.5a pilots, it was quite easy to pull down the wing mounted Lewis machine gun for reloading, but changing the
drum and pushing the weapon back into firing position was a different story. The slipstream could even ram the removed drum into
the pilot’s face. But, pilots learned how to get the best from the SE.5a, the best of them leading the way. Apart from the
aforementioned Albert Ball, there was, for example, James McCudden, a former sapper and air mechanic, later an ace with 57 kills,
who used his skills to optimise the engine of his SE.5a for use in high level solo patrols against high-flying Rumpler observers. While
17,000 ft was the ceiling for the usual SE.5a, McCudden was capable of sorties of up to the 20,000 ft level. Another of the more
famous men of the RFC ,Edward C. Mannock, developed tactics which allowed extraction of the best of the SE.5a’s qualities.
Hisso and Viper

Problems with both supply and reliability of the 200hp Hispano-Suiza (nicknamed 'Hisso') engines troubled the SE.5a throughout
its service career. As a result, there were a number of engine modifications installed in the SE.5a, both from the French supplier
of the Hispano-Suiza, as well as from the British Wolseley firm, whose engines were usually further developments of Hispano-
Suiza designs. With the earlier geared engines, the prop shaft was driven by a reduction gear and the propeller rotated counter
clockwise (from the pilots perspective). The later direct drive engines had the propeller rotating clockwise. As Hispano Suiza
supplied most of the early engines, the nickname 'Hisso' was used for all the planes with the geared engine, whether it came from
Hispano-Suiza or Wolseley. For later production, the more reliable direct drive Wolseley Viper became the standard engine and
aircraft so equipped were nicknamed 'Viper', again without distinction between suppliers. After the armistice a great sale of army
surplus was held, and many planes were offered to the public, including the SE.5a. The price of one airworthy plane was 5 £, which
translates to some 1,500 £ at today's values. Some retired pilots, who never flew the SE.5a during the war, brought one just to make
one test flight, returning the plane with a discount. Such was the reputation of the SE.5a, enticing the pilots to try them, even if it did
cost them a sizeable amount of money! Many of SE.5as were actually sold and were used in air races and also for 'Sky-Writing'
purposes in advertising.
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ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION * HEE

NEA Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room.
2= Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed o suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
i Pfed zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni ndvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani

barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.
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A D5969, Lt. C. H. R. Lagesse, 29. squadrona, St. Omer, Francie, ¢erven 1918

Kanadan Camille Henri Racul Lagesse se narodil vlednu 1983 v Quatre Bornes na ostrové Mauricius, kde také vystudoval Royal College. V dalsim
studiu pokracoval na univerzité ve francouzském Bordeaux, po jejimz dokanéeni pracoval v cukrovaru a v roce 19186 vstoupil v Anglii do fad 28th
Londeon Regimentu, ale jiz v éervenci 1917 byl pfesunut k Royal Flying Corps. Po ukonéeni vycviku nasledovala od bfezna 1818 sluzba
u 29. squadrony, v jejichz fadach bojoval az do konce valky. Dosahl celkem 20 vitézstvi a byl vyznamenan DFC {2x) a Croix de Guerre. Lt. Lagesse,
jehoZ prezdivka byla Largearse (Melka prdel) na tomto stroji skoroval celkem pétkrat, jednou z jeho obéti se 6. cervna 1918 stal Lt. H. Schultz
od Jasta 18 pilotujici Fokker D.VII, jehoZ Lt. Lagesse donutil k pfistani a naslednému zajeti. Hornl a bo&ni plochy byly zharveny khaki barvou,
oznacovanou PC 10. Spodni plochy zistaly v barvé platna. PC 10 ¢astecné zasahovala v podobé lemu také na spodni plochy.
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B C5303, Lt. L. N. Franklin, 56. squadrona, Baizieux, Francie, brezen 1918

Personal slavne 56. squadrony v dobé Velke valky netvorila pouze esa se zvuénymi jmény. jako byli James McCudden, Arthur Rhys Davids
i Albert Ball, ale také piloti, ktefi dosahli men$iho poétu sestiel(. Jednim z nich byli Lt. L. N. Franklin, jez b&hem baji ve Francii sestielil celkemn Etyfi
nepfatelska letadla. Jeho osud se napinil 14. éervence 1918. B&hem (toku na prizkumny LVG typ C byl sestfelen a naposledy spatfen, jak jeha
letadlo pada v plamenech pobliz Hendecourtu ve Francii. Stroj, na némz Lt. Franklin dosahl svého druhého sestielu, nesl standardni kamuflaz
SE.5a, tvofenou barvou oznatovanou PC10 na hornich a baénich plochach, spadni plachy zustaly v barvé platna. Stihacky 56. squadrony nesly
od konce zafi 1917 aZ do konce bfezna 1918 oznadeni v podabé Eirokého bilého pruhu okolo zadé trupu (nebyl namalovan na spodni &asti trupu).
Stylizovaneé bilé pismeno X se opakovalo na vrehni plose horniho kfidla a na spodni strané dolniho kfidla pak v cerné barvé.

ueATerav 2] Fween LT wame [
creen B T

17




C D3511, Maj. R. S. Dallas, 40. squadrona, letisté Bruay, Francie, kvéten 1918

Roderick Stanley Dallas DSO & bar, DSC, Croix de Geuerre avec Palme se narodil 30. ¢ervence 1881 v Mount Stanley nedaleko mésta Esk
v Queenslandu v Australii. Po admitnuti vstupu do RFC vstoupil do RNAS a po ukonéeni vyeviku byl na konci roku 1915 zafazen do stavu 1st Naval
Wingu, jehoZ velitelem se stal 14. Gervna 1917. Jeété pred sloudenim Royal Flying Corps a Royal Maval Air Service do Royal Air Force v dubnu 1918
byl jmenovéan velitelem 40. squadrony RFC vyzbrojené stihacimi SE.5a. Dne 1. ¢ervna 1918 se mu stalo osudnym setkani se tremi Fokkery Dr.!
od Jasta 14, kdy byl sestielen Lt. Johannesem Wernerem. V t& dobé& mél na konté oficialné 38 vitézstvi (nékteré zdroje uvadéji 32), coZ jej fadi
na druhé misto mezi australskymi piloty. Standardni kamuflaz SE.5a byla na stroji velitele 40. squadrony na hornich a bocénich plochach dopinéna
poli okoladové hnédé (PG12) a okrové #luté. Casteéné pietfena byla i sériova éisla, kokardy byly ponechany pouze na kfidlech.
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D F5910, Lt. W. G. Claxton, 41. squadrona, Lealvillers, Francie, tnor 1918

Lt. William Gardon Claxton DSO, DFC & bar se narodil v ¢ervnu 1899 ve mésté Gladstone v kanadske provincii Manitoba. Ve svych osmnacti
letech narukoval k RFC, na kanadské pudé pradélal vycvik a v bieznu 1918 byl odvelen do fad 41. squadrony pusabici ve Francii. Mezi 27. kvétnem
a 13. srpnem dosanl celkem 37 vitézstvi. Pro svij Klid v bitevni viavé si brzy vyslouZil pfezdivku Dozy (ospaly). Dne 17. srpna 1918 v baji proti
Fokkeram D.VIl od Jasta 20 vychodné od Wervicqu se stal v pofadi druhym sestrelem (z celkem padesati) budouciho esa Lt. Johannese
Gildermeistera. S téZkym poran&nim hlavy pfistal za nepfatelskou linii, kde mu v nemocnici rychlym zakrokem némecky Iékar zachranil Zivat.
Po vélce se Zivil jako novinal. Zemfel 28. zafi 1967 v Torontu. Stroje 41. squadrony byly od 22. bfezna 1918 oznacovany dvéma bilymi vertikalnimi
pruhy za trupovou kokardou a stroje letky A nosily modré disky kol. Individualni oznaceni stroje pismenem se v bilé barvé opakovalo na vrchni plose
horniho kfidla.
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E C9539, Capt. H.G. Forrest, 2. squadrona Australian Flying Corps, Savy - Berlette,

Francie, brezen 1918

Australske eso Henry Garnet Forrest DFC se narodil 5. prosince 1895 v Brunswicku, Melbourne v Australii. V roce 1915 vstoupil do australske
armady a v fadach 23rd Infantry Batalionu se zGéastnil Bitvy o Gallipali. V dubnu 1917 vstoupil do fad Australian Flying Corps a pa vycviku slouZil
postupné u 32. a 43. squadrony. Dne 6. srpna 1917 byl zranén a po dolééeni byl zafazen do stavu 2. squadrony AFC, u niZ zaznamenal jedenact
sestrell a u této jednotky se dockal konce valky. Pa valce demobilizoval a zemrel 3. prosince 1945 v Caulfieldu v Australii. Capt. Henry Forrest,
prezdivany Rusty, dosahl viech jedenacti sestfell na tomto stroji, kamuflovaném standardnimi barvami. Straje 2. AFC nosily v tomto obdaobi pied
ocasnimi plachami symbol bilého humerangu, hilé pismenao stroje se opakovale i na horni ploge vrchniho kfidla.
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