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INTRO

In September 1941, a hitherto unknown German radial engine fighter appeared in the west European sky. The new airplane was superior
to British fighters, most distressingly to the Spitfire Mk.V. The German design was soon recognized as the Focke-Wulf Fw 190A. The losses
suffered by the RAF over western Europe rose rapidly and the crisis was serious enough that the RAF ceased the majority of daytime
operations in November 1941. The next attempt to resume these types of sorties was made in March 1942. Loss rates remained unacceptably
high and the RAF was forces to stop ops once again. All this was thanks to the Focke-Wulf Fw 190A. The first response to the new German
weapon was the Spitfire Mk.VIII, but the design changes were so complex that initiating timely production was not possible. In June 1942
a German pilot landed by mistake on a British airfield delivering a completely intact Fw 190 fighter into RAF hands. Comparative trials between
the Focke-Wulf and Spitfire Mk.V began almost immediately. These mock encounters confirmed the situation over the front — the chances
of a British fighter surviving an encounter with the Fw 190 were slim. The only British fighter aircraft deemed suitable to oppose them were the
Spitfire Mk. VII and VIII powered by the Merlin 61 engine. As mentioned above these were some time away of being ready for series
production. But there was another way of getting a powerful fighter quickly - by mating the Merlin 61, with its two-stage supercharger, with the
fuselage of the Spitfire Mk.Vc. Two Mk.Vc airframes, AB196 and AB197, were selected for this purpose and were strengthened with modified
longerons to accommodate the more powerful and heavier engine. The example was finished on February 26" and the second on March 27",
1942. Flight trials were succesful and the order for series production was issued almost immediately. Series production began in June 1942
and the first Mk.1Xs found their way to No. 64 Squadron in July. Performance improved significantly in comparison to the Mk.V. A top speed
of 409 mph at 28,000 feet was higher by 40mph, and the service ceiling rose from 36,200 to 43,000 feet. The Mk.IX could climb at 4,000 feet
per minute. The RAF finally had a fighter aircraft capable of opposing the Fw 190A. Three main versions of the Mk.IX were produced. The F.IX
was powered by the Merlin 61 and was the only version on the assembly line in early 1943. The next version was the LF Mk.IX powered by the
Merlin 66. This engine was designed to do its best at low altitudes. The third version, manufactired along with the LF, was the high-altitude
HF Mk.IX with the Merlin 70. The majority of Mk.IXs manufactured were equipped with the so-called 'C' wing. Four 20 mm cannon or two
20 mm cannon and four .303 machine guns could be installed in the wings. From 1944, the strengthened 'E' wing was produced. Four .303
machine guns were replaced with two .50 heavy machine guns. Bomb racks for 250lb bombs were fitted under each wing typically. The Mk.IX
became the second most numerous version of the Spitfire with a total of 5653 examples being built. The Mk.IX began to replace the Mk.V from
June 1942. Thanks to the new fighter, the RAF was ready to fight against the Luftwaffe over occupied Europe. Spitfire Mk.IXs served with the
RAF to the end of war. In the postwar era, foreign air forces flew this version as well. Czechoslovak, Norwegian, Danish, and Canadian air
forces operated numbers of Mk.IXs and they were not alone. Spitfires would find themselves in combat again. Czechoslovakia sold its Spitfire
Mk.IXs to Israelin 1948 and these aircraft formed the backbone of the newly born Israeli air force in the fight against their Arab neighbours.

UVODEM

V zarfi 1941 se na evropské obloze objevil dosud neznamy némecky stihaci letoun pohanény hvézdicovym motorem. Nova stihacka méla
nad britskymi, zejména Spitfirem MK.V, zfetelnou pfevahu. V némecké konstrukci byl zahy rozpoznan Focke-Wulf Fw 190A. Ztraty RAF nad
zapadni Evropou zacaly rychle narlstat aZ to té miry, Ze britské letectvo muselo v listopadu 1941 zastavit vétSinu dennich operaci nad
evropskym kontinentem. Pokus o spusténi tohoto typu bojovych letd byl uskute¢nén v bieznu 1942. Pocty ztrat vSak byly opét netinosné, coz
opét vedlo k jejich zastaveni. VSe diky Focke-Wulfim Fw 190A. Prvnim pokusem o odpovéd na novou némeckou zbrar se stal Spitfire
Mk.VIII, av§ak komplexni pfistup ke zménam konstrukce letounu zpUsobil, Ze nebylo mozné jej dostat do sériové vyroby v dostatecné
blizkém ¢asovém horizontu. V ¢ervnu 1942 pristal jeden z némeckych pilotl omylem na britském letisti a predal tak do britskych rukou
neposkozeny Fw 190A. Srovnavaci zkousky Focke-Wulfu a Spitfiru Mk.V za&aly témér neprodlené. Cvicéné souboje pIné potvrdily situaci
na fronté — Sance britské stihaCky prestat setkani s Fw 190 bez uhony nebyly vysoké. Jediné britské stihaCky schopné postavit
se plnohodnotné némeckému typy byly Spitfiry Mk.VII a Mk.VIIl pohanéné motorem Merlin 61. Jak v8ak bylo poznamenano vySe, nedalo
se Cekat, ze v dohledné dobé dospéji do faze sériové vyroby. Byla zde vSak jesté jedna cesta, jak ziskat dostate¢né vykonnou stihacku —
zabudovat Merlin 61 s dvoustupfiovym kompresorem do zakladniho draku Spitfiru Mk.V. Pro tento experiment byly vy¢lenény dva draky,
AB196 a AB197. Prosly zpevnénim, aby mohl byt zastavén vykonné&jsi a t€23i motor. Prvni z nich byl dokon€en 26. unora, druhy pak
27.bfezna 1942. Letové testy probéhly natolik iUspésné, Ze byla objednana sériova vyroba. Ta se pIné rozbéhla v ¢ervnu 1942 a prvni Mk.IX
se u bojové jednotky 64. squadrony, objevily v ¢ervenci. V porovnani s Mk.V se vykony znatelné zvySily. Maximalni rychlost byla v 28.000
stopach vy$si o0 40 mph, operacni dostup se zvysil z 36.200 na 43.000 stop. Mk.IX mohl stoupat rychlosti 4.000 stop za minutu. RAF tedy
konecné dostalo stihaCku, kterou mohlo sméle postavit proti Fw 190A. Vyrabény byly tfi hlavni verze Mk.IX. Verze F Mk.IX byla pohanéna
motorem Merlin 61 a z montazni linky sjizdéla az do poc¢atku roku 1943. Na ni navazaly LF Mk.IX pohanéna motorem Merlin 66 a ur¢ena
k operacim v niz8ich vySkach, a HF Mk.IX s motorem Merlin 70 konstruovanym naopak pro vySkové lety. Vétsina Mk.IX byla vyrobena s
kfidlem typu C. V ném mohla byt instalovana vyzbroj slozené ze ¢ty kanonu raze 20 mm nebo ze dvou kanond raZe 20 mm a ¢tyf kulometd
raze 0,303 palce. V roce 1944 se objevilo zpevnéné kridlo typu E. Ctvefice 0,303 kulometll byla nahrazena dvojici kulometl raze 0,50 palce.
Pod kazdou polovinou kfidla byly standardné namontovany zavésniky pro 250 Ib pumy. Verze MkK.IX se stala druhou nejpocetné&jsi verzi
Spitfiru s 5653 vyrobenymi kusy. Mk.IX zacaly nahrazovat Mk.V v ¢ervnu 1942. Diky nové stihacce byla RAF opét schopna bojovat proti
Luftwaffe nad okupovanou Evropou. Ve své vyzbroji si typ ponechala az do konce valky. Po ukonceni bojl se verze dostala i do vyzbroje
dalsich letectev. Ceskoslovenské, norské, danske, kanadskeé a dalSi letectva pouzivala desitky Mk.IX. Spitfiry Mk.IX se vSak do boju dostaly
i v této dobé. Ceskoslovensko prodalo své Spitfiry v roce 1948 do Izraele, kde se v bojich s arabskymi sousedy staly patefnim typem nové
vznikajicich izraelskych vzdusnych sil. 8287 - NAV




ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.
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ZI NS Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
i Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. PFi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobre vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného
ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilt.
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A JF364, 32. squadrona, Foggia, Italie, zac¢atek roku 1944

Tento Spitfire Mk.VIII v kamuflaZznim zbarveni pouzivaném u stihacich stroju létajicich ve vysokych vy3kach, tzv. High altitude fighter camouflage scheme,
pouZivala 32. squadrona RAF. Horni a bogni plochy kryla barva Medium Sea Gray, zatimco spodni plochy byly kamuflovany barvou PRU Blue. Vysostné
znaky sestavajici pouze z ¢ervené a modré barvy, byly jen na hornich plochach kfidla a na bocich trupu, bila barva byla vynechana také u oznaceni
na kylovce.
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B JF476, 92. squadrona, Triolo, Sicilie, Italie, listopad 1943

Pavodni stihaci 92. squadrona, Ucastnici se bojl 1. svétové valky, byla v srpnu 1919 rozpusténa. Dne 10. fijna 1939 byla ustavena jednotka se stejnym
Ciselnym oznacenim, jejiz vyzbroj zpocatku tvofily Bristoly Blenheim. Jiz na po¢atku roku 1940 obdrzela Spitfiry, s nimiz prosla boji nad Dunkerque a Bitvou
o Britanii. V tnoru 1942 byla odeslana do severni Afriky, kde pusobila proti némeckym a italskym ozbrojenym silam. Po ukonc¢eni boju v Africe nasledovalo
nasazeni nad Maltou a Sicilii, poté byla jednotka nasazena nad Italii. Rozpusténa byla 30. prosince 1946 v rakouském Zeltwegu. BEhem 2. svétové valky
dosahla nejvys$sSiho poctu sestrell protivnika mezi perutémi RAF, 317 vitézstvi. Stroje 92. squadrony nesly kamuflaz Desert scheme.
To tvofily barvy Dark Earth a Middle Stone na hornich plochach, spodni plochy kryla barva Azure Blue. Barvu pismen kdédového oznaceni squadrony
se nepodafilo jednoznaéné urcit, prameny uvadéji modrou i Eervenou. Na obou stranach trupu je znak Desert Air Force.
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C JF519, 1. squadrona SAAF, Trigno, Italie, unor 1944

1. squadrona SAAF vznikla v unoru 1940 pfeznac¢enim 6. squadrony SAAF, vyzbrojené Hawkery Hurricane a Fury. JiZ v poloviné roku 1940 se piloti této
jednatky zapojili do boji nad severni Afrikou. Na pfelomu let 1942 a 1943 dostala squadrona do vyzbroje Spitfiry, s nimizZ pokradovala v bojich pod africkym
sluncem, nasledovalo nasazeni nad Maltou a Sicilii. Valeéné plsobeni jednotka ukoncila na Gzemi Italie. Po 2. svétové valce zlistala ve sluzbé, nejprve
se Spitfiry, jeZ postupn& nahradily letouny Vampire, Sabre a Impala a v dubnu 1975 byla pfezbrojena na francouzské Mirage F.1. Rozpusténa byla
25. listopadu 1997 na zakladné Hoedspruit. Spitfiry Mk.VIII, jeZ pouzivala 1. squadrona SAAF nad Italii, nesly kamuflazni schéma Day Fighter scheme. Horni

plochy byly nastfikany barvami Ocean Grey a Dark Green, spodni plochy pak barvou Medium Sea Grey. Konce kfidla Spitfiri této jednotky byly natfeny
Servenou barvou.
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D JF630, F/O L. Cronin, 81. squadrona, Palel, Indie, brezen 1944

V listopadu 1943 byla 81. squadrona presunuta ze Sicilie do Egypta, kde byla vybavena stroji Spitfire Mk.VIIl. Podle rozhovoru s Larrym Croninen, byvalym
pilotem 81. squadrony, si tento stroj ponechal tzv. Desert camouflage scheme a vSechny stroje, jez tato jednotka obdrzela, pochazely ze série JF a mély
prodlouzené konce kiidel a kulatou smérovku. Vétsina zdrojl se pfitom shoduje, Ze stroje, pouzivané touto jednotkou nesly kamuflaz tvofenou barvami Dark
Earth, Dark Green a Medium Sea Gray, pficemz pravdépodobné vychazeji z rozkazu vydaném 4. dubna 1944 velitelstvim RAF v New Delhi. Tento rozkaz byl
vydan tfimésice po pfijezdu 81. squadrony na toto bojisté a pfiblizné mésic po pofizeni fotografii Croninova stroje.
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E 308th Fighter Squadron, 31st Fighter Group, Castel Volturno, Italie, 1944

308th FS byla vyzbrojena stroji P-39 a P-40. Vykony téchto letount v§ak nestacily na némecké protivniky, coz vedlo k pomérné rychlému prezbrojeni

v ramci vylodéni Spojenctl v severni Africe (operace Torch) k preletu do Alzirska. Nasledovaly boje proti silam Osy v severni Africe. V kvétnu 1943 obdrzela

308th FS Spitfiry Mk.VIII, s nimiz bojovala nad Sicilii a Italii. V bfeznu 1944 byly Spitfiry nahrazeny letouny P-51 Mustang, s nimiz létali piloti 308th FS
azdokonce valky.

H13
G3

C370 m ezl BLACK pem
18




STENCILING POSITIONS

Spitfire HF Mk.VIII
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Brassin and photo-etched accessories

Spitfire Mk.VIIl engine
Cat.No. 648200

Spitfire Mk.VIII cockpit
Cat.No. 648199

Spitfire wheels - 4 spoke
Cat.No.648115

Spitfire wheels - 4 spoke w/pattern
Cat.No.648118

(T2 7,
/i?:)\ Y (, Hhr’
5}[(( %ﬁ 553

Spitfire exhaust stacks fishtail
Cat.No. 648099

Spitfire Mk.VIIl gun bays
Cat.No. 648201

PHOTO-ETCHED SETS

Landing flaps, surface panels and exterior
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